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Informal memorandum furnished by Postal Inspector H. D. Holmes, Dallas, Texn^ 
of an interview he took part in with Lee H. Oswald on Sunday Homing, November 
2h, 1953, between the approximate hours of 9:25 a. a. to 11:10 a.n. Those 
present, in addition to Inspector Holmes ^were Captain Will Frits, Dallas 
Police, Forrest V. Sorrcl 3 , Local Agent in Charge, Secret Service, and Thomas 
J. Kelly, Inspector, Secret Service. In addition, there were three Detectives 
who were apparently assigned to guarding Oswald ao none of them took part in 
the interrogation. 

Oswald p.t uo time appeared confused or in doubt as to whether or not he should 
answer a question. On the contrary, he was quite alert and showed no hesitancy 
in answering those questions which he vented to answer, end was quite skillful 
in parrying those questions which he did not want to answer. I got the impressio 
that he had disciplined his rind and reflexes to a state where I personally 
doubted if he would ever have confessed. He denied, emphatically, having taken 
port in or having had any knowledge of the shooting of the policeman Tippitt or 
of the President, stating that so far as he is concerned the reason he was in 
custody was because he "popped a policeman in the nose in a theater on Jefferson 
Avenue." 

?. 0. BOXES-— He was questioned separately about the three boxes be had 
rented, and in each instance his answers were quick, direct and accurate os 
reflected on the box rental applications. He stated without prompting that 
he had rented Box 2915 at the Main ?o3t Office for several months prior to 
his going to New Or leans, that this box was rented in his own name, Lee H. 

Oswald, and that he had taken out two keys to the box, and that when he had 
closed the box, he directed that his mail be forwarded to him at his street 
address in New Orleans. 

He stated that no one received mail in thiG box other than himself, nor did 
he receive any mail under any other name than his own true name; that no one 
had access to the box other then himself nor did he permit anyone else to use 
this box. He stated it was possible that on rare occasions he may have handed 
one of the keys to his wife to go get his mall but certainly nobody else. He 
denied emphatically that he ever ordered a rifle under his name or any other 
name, nor permitted anyone else to order a rifle to be received in this box. 
Further, he denied that he had ever ordered any rifle by moil order or bought any 
money order for the purpose of paying for such a rifle. In fact, he claimed he 
owned no rifle and had not practiced or shot a rifle other than possibly a .22, 
small bore rifle, since his days with the Marine Corp. Ee stated that "How 
could I afford to order a rifle on qy salary of $1.25 Lour when I can’t 
hardly feed syself on what I make." * - - 
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When ark-d if he had a pool office dcx in New Orleans he stated that he did, 
for tbo recoon that he subscribed to several publications, al least two of 
which vere published in Russia, one being the hometown paper published in 
Minsk where he net and married hio wife, and that he moved around so much 
that it van more practical to simply rent post office boxes and hove hio 
mail forwarded from one box to the next rather than going through the process 
of furnishing changes of address to the unblishers. When asked if he permitted 
anyone other then himself to Get mail in box 3^061 at Hew Orleans, he stated 
tlmt he did not. It will be recalled that* on this box rent application he 
showed that both Marina Oswald and A. J. Hidell ware listed under the caption 
"Persons entitled to receive mail through box". After denying that anyone else 
was permitted to get mail in the box, he was reminded that this application 
showed the name Marina Oswald as being entitled to receive mail in the box 
and he replied "well so what, she was my wife and I see nothing wrong with 
that, end it could very veil bo that I did place her name on the application". 
He was then reminded that the application also showed the name A. J. Hidell 
was also entitled to receive moil in the box, at whictuhe simply shrugged hio 
shoulders end stated "I don't recall anything about that"; 

He stated that when he came back to Dallas and after he gone to work for 
the Texas School Book Depository, he had rented a box at the nearby Terminal 
Annex postal station, this being Box b225, and that this box was also rented 
j.n ais name, Lee H. Oswald. He stated he had only checked out one key for 
whi3 box, which information was found to be accurate, and tills key was found 
on Ms Dereon at the time of his arrest. He professed not to recall the fact 
okia* he showed on the box rental application under name of corporation "Fair 
Play For Cuba Committee" and "American Civil Liberties Union" . When asked a 3 
to why he showed these organizations on the application, he simply shrugg®* 
and 3 aid that he didn't recall showing than. When asked if he paid the box 
rental xee or did the organisations pey it, he stated that he paid it. In 
answer to another question, he also stated that no one had any knowledge that 
he had this box other than himself. 

ORGANIZATIONS- MEMBERSHIP IN — - With respect to American Civil Liberties Union 
vas a evasive stating something to the effect that he had made 6one 

euxort to Join but it was never node clear whether be h^»d or had not been 
accepted. He stated that he first became interested in the Fair Ploy for Cuba 
Committee, efter he went to New Orleans, that it started out as being a group 
cf individuals who, like him, who thought and had like political opinions. 

They did decide to organize, and did organize after a fashion, but denied that 
tney had any president or any elected officers. He stated that he, himself, 
could probably be considered the secretary since he wrote some letters on their 
behalf ana attempted to collect dues which, if I recall, vere $1.00 per month, 
ue also stated that there va3 a "Fair Play for Cuba Committee" in New York which 
was better organized. He denied that he was sent to Dallas for the purpose of 
organizing ouch a cell in Dallas. - ' 
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VHiea asked if be was a ccnraunist, he stated emphatically not, that he was a 
Marxist. Someone asked the difference and he stated that a comranist is a 
Lcnin-lbrnlst, that he himself was a pure ^Marxist, and when someone asked 
the difference, he stated that it ves a long story and if they didn't know, 
it would take too long to tell them. He stated further that he had read about 
everything written by or about Karl KarXi 

When asked as to Ms religion, he Gtated ohat Karl Marx vas Ms religion, arid 
in response to further questioning he stated that Gome people may find the 
Bible interesting reading, but it vas not for him, stating further that even 
as a philosophy there vas not much to the Bible, 



MARIKS CCR? SERVICE Captain Fritz made seme mention of his dishonorable 

discharge from the Marine Corp at which poin^te_bristled noticeably, stating 
that he had been discharged with an "honorable" discharge and that this va3 
later changed due to his having attempted to denounce his American Citizenship 
while he was living in Russia, He stated further that since his change of 
citizenship did not come to pass, he had written a letter to I hr. Ccnnally, 
then Secretary of the Navy, and after considerable delay, received a very 
respectful reply wherein Connolly stated he had resigned to run for Governor 
of Texas , and that his letter vas being referred to the new Secretary, a Mr. 
Cork, Kurth, or something like that. Ee shaved no particular animosity toward 
Mr. Ccnnally while discussing this feature. 

MAP •--Captain Fritz advised him that among his effects in hie room, there was 
found a map of the City of Dallas that had some marks on it and asked him to 
explain tnis mop, Oswald said he presumed he h^d reference to on old City mao 
which he hod on which he nsd made come X 1 c denoting location of firm that had 
advertised job vacancies. He stated that he had no transportation and either 
walked or rode a bus and that as he vas constantly locking for work, in fact 
had registered for employment at the Texas Employment Bureau, and that as he 
would receive leads either from newspaper ads or from the Bureau or from 
neighbors, he would chart these places on the map to save time in his traveling. 
He said to the best of his recollection, most of them were out Industrial, 
presumably meaning Industrial Blvd. When asked as to why the X at the location 
of the Texas School Book Depository at Elm and Houston, he stated that "Well, 

I interviewed there for a job, in fact, got the job, therefore the X". 

When asked os to ^ how he learned about this vacancy, he stated that "Oh, it vas 
general information in the neighborhood, I don’t recall just who told me about 
it, but I learned it from people in Mrs. Paynes’ neighborhood" and that all the 
people around there were looking out for possible employment for him. 



ACTIVITY uiJST PRIOR TO AM) Il^Il^IATEIY FOLLOWING ASSASSINATION ATTECT-^-To an 
inquiry as to -why he vent to visit Ms wife on Thursday night, November 21, 
whereas he normally visited her over the weekend, he stated that on this 
particular weekend he hod learned that Ms wife and Mrs. Payne were giving a 

for ^ children end that they were having in a "houseful" of neighborhood 
children and that he Just didn’t want to be around at tuch a time. Therefore 
he made his weekly visit on Thursday night. 



